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My position can be
dramatically stated:
Earth and everything on it
is increasingly artificial.
"Nature" no longer exists.
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All "once-natural" processes





I am NOT saying
that humans not part of
nature,
broadly understood.
Of course humans are
a part of nature!
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Neither am I saying that
human influence on the rest
of nature is somehow
"unnatural".
Since humans are part of
nature,
what we do must





from what they were
when they first emerged
as homosapiens, sapiens
roughly 50,000 years ago.
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As a consequence,
all once-natural processes
now operate the way they do






some not at all
and do not understand the
totality of their interactivity
at all.
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We did not intend
to impact these
once-natural processes.
The impact is an
unintended by-product
of other human intentions,
for the most part.
Nonetheless, we humans
must assume responsibility
for what we have done.
We must learn
"to govern evolution"
(title of a book written
some time ago by
Walter Truett Anderson)
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Anderson says it is too late
to say we should wait




Such advice is like telling
a 13 year old that
she should wait a few years
until she has gone to college
before entering puberty
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That may be true,
but it is not helpful.
She WILL enter puberty
and have to deal with it.
So also, humanity HAS
created increasingly
artificial environments and
must learn how to invent
and govern new ones.
It is far too late for humans
to decide they should
stop and learn more.
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So far, I have only focused
on
what humans and their
once-natural
biological environment.
But there is much more to it
than this.
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While human capability





while written languages are
even more obviously so.
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More people spend time





than with those in the
"real world" around them.
The very idea of modern
"democratic government"
also assumes that humans
are not at the mercy of
nature, gods, or kings,
but can make up and follow
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The Search for
Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence
and the field of Astrobiology
suggests the existence of
forms of life and intelligence











over the 21st Century.
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for humans in space.
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